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August Board Happenings
On August 12 , 2004, the Board ofth

Directors convened at 7:10 PM for its
regular meeting at the Association office.
Present were Jim Brown, Nathan Grace,
Jack Kaufman, Bill Kiehl, David McAuley,
and Mike Shigley.  Absent was Bev Card.
Mark Piston had submitted his resignation
since the last meeting.

The Board immediately went into Execu-
tive Session for a half hour to interview
bidders for the new trash contract.

The Treasurer’s Report showed:
Cash balance $825,276
Reserve accounts $696,401
Total delinquencies $29,059
August Board is continued on Page 2.

Board Agenda for September:
At its September meeting, the PLHA Board
will review its governing documents and
the Finance Committee charter.  Other
topics will be considered as well.

The Annual Meeting of the Association

will be held on Wednesday, the 1  ofst

December.  Please plan now to attend.
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Revised ACC Lawn Lamp Standard

AAA is our new trash contractor!
Pickup days remain unchanged;
Monday is regular pickup day,
Thursday is regular pickup, plus
recycling, plus yard waste (10
bags maximum).
Special items on Thursday at no
charge, but you must call ahead,
703-818-8222.

PINEWOOD LAKE NEEDS YOU
The PLHA Board of Directors is looking
for four community-minded residents to
serve on the Board.  To qualify you only
need to live in Pinewood Lake and have
an interest in the well-being and future
of our community.  For more information
or to volunteer as a candidate please call
the nominations chairperson, Nathan
Grace at 703-780-7707 or E-mail to
contol@cox.net.  Candidates Night will
be Wednesday, November 10 .th
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August Board is continued from Page 1.
During Community Comment the

Board heard from the following members:

• Vicki McLeod, who expressed concerns
about a lack of handicapped parking
spaces by the Association office.

Pinewood Lake
Homeowners Association

www.pinewood-lake.com

8159 Fernlake Court
Alexandria, VA 22309-1209

Phone: 703-360-6212
FAX: 703-360-6771

email: plha@verizon.net
Office Hours:

1 PM - 4 PM Monday-Friday
9 AM - 12 Noon Saturday

Community Manager: Kirsten Davis
Asst Community Mgr: Carmen Nuñez

Admin Assistant: Will Bond
Board of Directors

President: Mike Shigley
Vice President: Bill Kiehl
Secretary: Bev Card
Treasurer: Jack Kaufman
Members at Large:

Jim Brown Nathan Grace
David McAuley Nancy Razzino

Vacant Position

The Pinewood Lake Needle Staff
Editor-in-Chief: Sonny Jones
Phone: 703-619-7969 Fax: 703-619-7966
e-mail: sjrejcrj@ix.netcom.com
Community Announcements Jane Quigley
Copy Editor Frank Holub
Special Projects Bernice Pratt
Webmaster Arthur Guilani
Advertising Manager Lois Passman
Phone: 703-780-4236 Fax: 703-780-6903

The Pinewood Lake Needle is the official
publication of the Pinewood Lake Homeowners
Association.  Publication is monthly.  Advertising
in the Pinewood Lake Needle does not imply
approval or sanction of products or services by the
Pinewood Lake Homeowners Association.
Noncommercial classified ads for goods are free to
residents.  For residential classifieds, contact the
Community Manager,  703-360-6212.  For com-
mercial classifieds or display rates, contact the
Advertising Manager, 703-780-4236.

• Barbara Palincsar, who asked if the
Association office was accessible under the
terms of the Americans with Disabilities
Act.

• Stephen Pratt, who was concerned with
the drainage from behind the compound.

• Ginger Krup, who was concerned that
standing water in the compound area
might facilitate mosquito breeding.

• Stephen Pratt, who thanked
Maintenance Committee for cleaning out
the overgrowth in the Fernlake Court park.

• Mildred Corbin, who reported a light out
in the Gramercy Circle park.

• Frank Holub, who announced that the
recent Maintenance Committee project
appears to have solved the drainage
problem from Saint Annes Court to Central
Park Drive.

• Barbara Palincsar, who said the
Association needs better lighting.

• Ahmet Chabuk, who complained about
being charged a late fee for assessment
payments received after the 15th of the
month.

Under Old Business, the Board approved
Policy Resolution 2004-03, which requires
that all leases be registered with the
Community Manager.

U Under New Business, the Board made
the following decisions:

U It did not take action on a request to
expend Association funds to remove
snapping turtles from the lake.

U It heard from the owners of 4509
Squiredale Square, who object to the
staidness of the approved Association paint
colors.

U It appointed Nathan Grace to replace
Mark Piston as the Chair of the Nomina-
tions Committee.
August Board is continued on Page 3.
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August Board is continued from Page 2.
U It reviewed the charters of the Nomina-
tions and Architectural Control Commit-
tees and approved continuing the charters
without change.

U It approved nineteen new members for
the Architectural Control Committee.

U It heard a draft report on paint stan-
dards for homeowner fences, but deferred
action until October so the Architectural
Control Committee can complete it.

U It deferred discussion of the enforce-
ment of Architectural Control standards
until October.

U It awarded a contract to Mr. Nunez in
the amount of $1,800 for concrete work to
replace buckled sections of the culvert
between Saint Annes Court and Central
Park Drive.

The Board entered Executive Session at
9:40 PM to discuss the presentations from
the bidders on the new trash contract and
other contractual matters and the personal
liability of members to the Association.

At 10:35 P.M. the Board returned from
Executive Session, and approved AAA
Recycling and Trash Removal Services as
the new trash contractor as of September
1, 2004, at the rate of $10.75 per unit per
month for a three year period.   The August
Due Process Hearing cases were  post-
poned until September because there
would not have been a quorum.  The Board
then adjourned at 10:40 PM.
Mike Shigley 703-360-7237

Maintenance Log - Sept. 2004
Mark your Calendars - Now!!  October

16  will be the next Community Clean-Upth

Day.  The list of jobs is growing, but high
on the list is work to build up the edges
along our new paths.  We will position fill
dirt and need help spreading it.  Bring your
shovels, rakes and wheelbarrows to help in
the process.  Oh yes! To prevent blisters,
bring along a pair of gloves.  Following a

morning of work, we will have lunch at the
Community Center.  Menu to be
announced next month.

Other jobs will be the usual common
area pickup, but also we need to paint
benches, have someone survey all the signs
on our streets so that we can order
replacements, and other jobs will be
available over the next month.

Work continues!
Little by little, we have replaced all the
worst paths in the community this year.
Next year we will do more.  Work continues
on renewing the entire pole guard fence
along the lake.  Concrete work continues,
a section of sluiceway back of Central Park
Circle, curb work along the access road on
Lawrence St., and a section of sluiceway
behind the houses of Central Park Drive
and St Anne's Court ave been completed,
are in-progress or are planned.

It’s Finished!
The old bothersome drainage problem

on the access road of Central Park Drive
has been resolved!  It’s a job that needed
doing for about four years and finally it’s
completed! It has been tested and tried,
and works as expected.   This will eliminate
the “glacier” on that street during the
winter, making for safer walking for those
commuters walking to the bus.  We are
also  looking at redoing the surface of the
dam overflow trough that has exfoliated.
And other projects are in planning stages.
It is all a lot of work, taking time and
people with energy to get the job done.

Oh yes! The budget season is beginning.
Any ideas, thoughts or suggestions for
projects???  Call me or the PLHA office at
703-360-6212.

People??? We need you!!!  Our meetings
are held on the fourth Tuesday of each
month at the Frank Holub Community
Center, at 7:30 PM.  Many minds and
hands are needed to make this important
committee work!
Frank Holub 703-799-4788
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C o m m u n i t y  A n n o u n c e m e n t s
In preparation for a 2005 Pinewood Lake

Directory, residents are afforded the oppor-
tunity to include or omit their phone
numbers, as well as their listing, from the
directory.  Because the Directory is prin-
cipally a publication for use by the resi-
dents of Pinewood Lake, we hope you will
choose to include your names and tele-
phone numbers in the Directory.  Please
use the form below and mail it or deliver it
to the PLHA Office.
Questions?  Call The Editor, 703-619-7969

Fill Dirt Still Wanted See full ad in August 2004

edition of The Needle.  Call John at 703-360-6543

Kitchen Cabinets Still Wanted For Office
Call Roger at 703-780-4162, for pickup.

Our Sincere Thanks To . . .
The Publications Committee wishes to

recognize, and express its sincere appre-
ciation to those who distribute The Pine-
wood Lake Needle each month.  Without
these key people, I don’t know how we
would manage to get The Needle out to the
residents.  Those good & hardy souls who
deliver The Needle are:

Distribution Coordinator: Siggi Lesher
Amblewood Rd/Fernlake Ct: Bernice Pratt
Arendale Sq: Jennifer Hughes
Birchlake Ct: Brian & Jane Palazzolo
Cedarlake Ct: Edna Burns
Central Park Cir: Mireille Lowe
Central Park Dr: Todd & Jeanne Crowley
Gramercy Cir: Nathan Grace
Lakepark Dr: Jack Kaufman
Lawrence St: Virginia Kotulak
Longworthe Sq: Judy Johnson
Oaklake Ct: Nancy Razzino
Pinelake Ct: Jeff Clingenpeel
Saint Annes Ct: Heidi Bopp
Scarborough Sq: Peggy Parsons
Squiredale Sq: Fred Blanchard

Again this year, I want to recognize those
volunteers who deliver The Needle.  You
may think this is a very small contribution,
but I assure you I think of you every time I
take a new issue to the printers.  I Thank
you.
Sonny Jones,
Editor of The Needle

Announcements of general or specific interest to
the residents/owners of Pinewood Lake may be
submitted to the Editor for inclusion in this
section.  Announcements should be factual and
timely, and must include the name and telephone
number of the point of contact.  This section is NOT
intended for advertisements.
The Editor FAX: 703-619-7966
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C o m m u n i t y  A n n o u n c e m e n t s
September 2004 Calendar of Events in Pinewood Lake

(Board & Committee Meetings are held in the PLHA Community Center except as noted.)

1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .st Muddy Hole Garden Club
4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .th Labor Day Pool Party
6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .th Labor Day
7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .th Architectural Control
8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .th Pool Committee
9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .th Board Meeting
11 , 10:00 AM to Noon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .th Welcome Coffee
13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .th Neighborhood Watch
14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .th Publications Committee
16 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .th Hospitality Committee
17 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .th Needle Deadline
20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .th Due Process
21 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .st Architectural Control
23 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .rd Marketing Committee
28 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .th Maintenance Meeting

(All Board & Committee Meetings begin at 7:30 PM, unless otherwise noted.)

Back To School!
It’s that time again, and everyone needs to
remember the rules about driving around

school busses:

No passing is allowed when the bus
is loading or unloading kids!

The red lights will be flashing; the stop sign
on the left side of the bus will be extended.

IT IS UNLAWFUL TO PASS A SCHOOL
BUS WHILE IT IS LOADING OR
UNLOADING CHILDREN.

For the first few weeks, kids will be
learning the rules all over again.  Kids new
to riding the bus may take longer.  Please
make allowances for them.

Local school telephone numbers:

Mount Vernon High School . . . . . . 703-619-3100
Report Absences (24 hours) . . . . 703-619-3135

Clinic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 703-619-3110
Cafeteria . . . . . . . . . . . . . 703-619-3121 or 22
Library . . . . . . . . . . . 703-619-3190 or 91 or 92
FAX . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 703-619-3197

Walt Whitman Middle School . . . . . 703-660-2400
Report Absences (24 hours) . . . . 703-619-2421
Clinic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 703-619-2410
Cafeteria . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 703-619-2442
Library . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 703-619-2449
FAX . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 703-619-2497
Home Information Hot Line . . . . 703-619-5376

Woodlawn Elementary School . . . . . 703-619-4800
Report Absences (24 hours) . . . . 703-619-4848
Clinic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 703-619-4810
Cafeteria . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 703-619-4821
Library . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 703-619-4811
FAX . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 703-619-4897

FOR SALE:
Antique Bedroom Set $1,200.00
Coffee Table & End Tables (2) 200.00
Computer Desk 50.00
French Provincial Bedroom Set 450.00
Green Fabric Reclining Chair 150.00
Microwave Cart 50.00
Plant Stand 40.00
Roll Top Desk 350.00
Sofa 375.00
Stereo System 600.00
Utility Cabinet 40.00
Wall Unit 175.00
Wrought Iron Furniture $250.00
Call 703-780-5591
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C o m m u n i t y  A n n o u n c e m e n t s

Don’t let this thing get a start!
From recent reports, West Nile Virus is

becoming more and more common in
Northern Virginia.  Don’t let mosquitos get
started on your property.  Standing, stag-
nant water is where they breed and grow.
Empty the water from pots, pans, any
container in your back or front yard.  This
includes cleaning your gutters.  A partially
blocked gutter can collect water, and
become a breeding place for mosquitos.
Don’t let them get started!

Annual Meeting Participation
Have you been to an Annual Meeting in

Pinewood Lake?  This is your opportunity
to hear what has been accomplished over
the past year, find out what is planned for
the coming year, and participate in the
governing process of the association.
U Meet your neighbors
U Ask questions of the committees
U Enjoy refreshments
U Who to vote for? — Attend “Meet The

Candidates Night,” November 12 .th

Voting Participation
Of 542 owners, a 60% quorum is

required for an election.  This means 325
households must vote.  If we don’t reach a
quorum on the first ballot, a second ballot
must be issued, and that costs our Home-
owners Association money.  We have set an
unfortunate tradition in Pinewood Lake of
never achieving a quorum of homeowners
for the first ballot.  You can help the
Homeowners Association save money by

returning your ballot to the office by 4:00
PM on December 1 .st

Reminder:
October 16  is Fall Clean-Up Day!th

FOR SALE:
Two-section BAR  (1 straight and 1
curved) 10 foot bar with 4 bar chairs.
(Light wood color and matching vinyl) -
$200

Small bar type refrigerator - $75
Small stand alone bar sink - $50
CAR REPAIR RAMPS - $40
Call JOHN at 703-360-6543

PLEASE!!!  NEIGHBORS!!!  PLEASE!!!
Do NOT put any articles of any kind in

the storm drains!!!  Any large foreign object
ends up in the lake - our lake!!!  Recently,
folks have put fast food bags, soda cans,
beer cans, dog doodoo, underwear, jackets
and - the most unbelievable thing of all!!! A
ten foot section of corrugated drainage
tubing into OUR storm drains.  Please
don't do that! Because it will either clog up
a drain or eventually it will end up in our
community lake.  Please think of our
common areas as your home and not a
disposal that grinds up stuff and makes it
disappear, anything YOU put in a storm
drain will eventually mess up our lake.
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MARKETING UPDATE September 2004
“Dirtbags” We Have a Job for You! 

WANTED- Dirtbags- if the Washington
Redskins can have them so can Pinewood
Lake.  Seriously, we need a few strong
backed volunteers for a couple of hours on
October 16, 2004 (Community Clean-up
Day) to help spread dirt (prepositioned
piles) along the new path around the lake.
See the Maintenance article, page ??, for
more details.  Please call the office at 703-
360-6212 to sign up for this once in a
lifetime opportunity.  Your community
needs and appreciates your help.  See you
there, “Dirtbag”!

Community Market Watch
As of this writing there are NO Pinewood

Lake homes on the market – the few that
were are under contract.  In fact, a review
of the area’s townhomes over 15 years old
shows a very similar situation.  The inven-
tory is tight as we approach the Fall selling
season.  If history repeats itself, we could
see, even in a slower market, some growth
in our home selling prices before years end.
With mortgage rates remaining historically
low, area employment strong, and con-
tinued growth of higher priced new local
construction, the year end goal of
$350,000 for a Pinewood Lake home
remains a cautiously optimistic
achievement.

Highway Happenings
In the past two years, housing construc-

tion on the highway has been phenomenal.
Considering what has been completed,
what is ongoing and what is in various
stages of serious money funded review,
there are almost 3,000 housing units in
play.  This number does not include the
pending developments at “Kings Crossing”
or “Main Street” among others.  This
housing surge has raised the area income
base, purchasing power, and business
development while also impacting traffic
and schools.  It is a complicated picture of
success.

Just think of the aggregate benefits we
could all achieve if there was a better way
to balance housing and job growth with
transportation and school capacities PRIOR
to project approval and start-up construc-
tion – that process might actually be called
“intelligent growth.”  We will keep you
posted!
Roger Reutershan 703-780-4162

HOSPITALITY HAPPENINGS
Hello everyone. Well, Summer’s over and

the children are going back to school.
Where did the time fly? It seems like
yesterday that school had just ended and
we were planning where we wanted to go
for vacation. We didn’t get to do a lot of the
fun stuff that we had planned.

I want to remind everyone to be
especially careful now that school is
starting and our children are out at the
curb waiting for their busses or walking to
and from school. We all need to get used to
each other again. And parents, please
remind your children of the safety rules. If
everyone is aware, we’re less likely to have
an accident.

Since this article needs to be into the
editor by the middle of the month, so I
don't know how the weather was for our
annual Labor Day Weekend Bar-B-Que,
but if it was nice, I hope those who were in
town came and had a Burger or Dog with
us to observe the end of the summer and
pool season. I for one will miss our pool.
My children always get a lot of enjoyment
from swimming whenever they can. I’d like
to take this opportunity to thank our
Lifeguards for the wonderful job that they
did, keeping our children (and their
parents) safe all summer long.

Our next Hospitality meeting is
Thursday, September 16th at 7:30 PM at
the Frank Holub Community Center (also
known as the office). I hope that anyone
interested in increasing the feeling of

HOSPITALITY is continued on Page 8.
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Attention New Residents of Pinewood Lake
Please Attend Our Welcome Coffee on the

11  of September, from 10:00 AM until Noon.th

It Will Be Held At The Frank Holub Community Center

Meet Your Neighbors, As Well As Board Members And

Committee Chairmen and Chairwomen.

Learn About Your New Community From Those In The Know.

HOSPITALITY is continued from Page 7.
community in Pinewood Lake will consider
joining us.

If you’re new to Pinewood Lake, we’d like
to meet you and tell you about the great
neighborhood you live in. Please give me a
call at (703) 360-8743 and I’ll arrange a
visit from a Hospitality Representative.
Susan Hosek 703-360-8743

Garden Club Update September 2004
“Start of the Fall Season”

September heralds the start of the fall
season.  The tall weeds of summer will
soon be a memory, however, they still need
to be pulled from the garden - they are full
of seeds, ready for next year.  Garden
centers are starting to feature mums to
plant in our gardens, some are in full
bloom and look nice right now, however,
look for plants that have just a few blooms
and mostly buds.  They will look nice later
and last longer into the fall.  In fact, you
might want to plant them twice, some now
with full flower and some later to continue
the flower – “show.”

Also it is time to be thinking of your
bulbs for next spring.  Your next “color”
show!  Sit down with a piece of paper,
mark out your bed and design your
plantings.  Also – think of “layering” your
bed.  In other words, plant tulips that will
bloom later and are planted deep in the soil
and put in daffodils for mid-spring bloom
and plant crocuses for early spring bloom
and they are all planted at different depths
in your bed.  And think colors while you
are picking out your bulbs.

With fall, comes November, when the
garden club does its annual Wreath, Crafts
and Rummage Sale.  This year, mark your
calendar for the 6  of November.  The clubth

will have its handmade wreaths for sale
from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM.  Lunch will be
available, also.  We invite crafters to join us
on that day and anyone with rummage/
yard sale materials is also welcome to set
up a space. (See flyers in this issue.)
Remember, our wreaths are made fresh
from greens grown in our community.

Garden Club is continued on Page 9.
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MUDDY HOLE GARDEN CLUB

ANNUAL WREATH, CRAFT AND RUMMAGE SALE

NOVEMBER 6th, 2004

FROM

9:00 AM TO 3:00 PM

AT THE

FRANK HOLUB COMMUNITY CENTER

ITEMS FOR SALE

Place orders for hand made holiday wreaths.  Wreaths are made by hand by garden

club members in the weeks around Thanksgiving from greens grown in the Pinewood
Lake community.  Orders are taken on the 6th of November and delivered, to your
door (in Pinewood Lake) on Saturday, December 4  2004.th,

Local crafters exhibit items for sale which they have made.  These crafters set up their

wares in the office area.  Cost of renting a table is $10.00.

Any homeowner who so desires may also set up for display and sale, items of

rummage they have.  Cost of renting a table or outdoor space is $10.00.

Lunch is available at 11:00 AM.

COME ONE!!!!!    COME ALL!!!!!!!!!

P.S.  Anyone interested in learning to make wreaths after our sale, please contact
Steve Papanicolas at 703-799-7423 or Frank Holub at 703-799-4788.

Attn:  Crafters     Rummage Sellers

Anyone interested in having a table/space, first come, first reserved at the
Wreath/Craft/Rummage Sale, please complete the following form:

Name: ___________________________ Telephone No: _____________________

Address: __________________________________________________________

Enclose a check for $10.00 (payable to the Muddy Hole Garden Club) and mail your
reservation to Frank Holub, 4440 Longworthe Sq, Alexandria, VA 22309-1226.
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Labor Day Weekend Bar-B-Que
Come Celebrate Labor Day Weekend

And Have One Last Dip In The Swimming Pool

Where?  At the Pinewood Lake Swimming Pool

When?  Saturday, September 4 , from 5:00 to 7:00 PMth

Hamburgers,  Hot Dogs & Ice Tea Will Be Served

Please Bring A Side Dish Or Dessert

Garden Club is continued from Page 8.
They will be delivered to your home on
the 4  of December.th

The 2004 garden season is almost
over; we hope you had a good time getting
your hands on Mother Earth.  Our
meetings are held on the first Wednesday
of each month at the Frank Holub
Community Center at 7:30 PM.  Come
play with us.
Frank Holub 703-799-4788

MESSAGE FROM LEE DISTRICT

SUPERVISOR DANA KAUFFMAN

THE COMING WAVE

We’re getting older-and lots of us are
heading toward senior citizen status much
faster than you'd think arthritic knees
could travel.

People over 55 years of age now count
for 18.6% of Fairfax County's population.
Just a few years from now in 2010, that
number is expected to increase by 40%.
That's a lot of baby boomers with high
expectations of their County government
and tax dollars.

My colleagues and I on the County
Board will be looking at these statistics as
we make budget decisions over the next
decade.  At the local level, we'll be playing
out the larger drama taking place in
Congress where huge budget commitments
have already been set in motion.  Surely
it's no coincidence that the new drug
benefit is being enacted just as the first
baby boomers near retirement age.  Unlike
the Federal budget, however, Fairfax
County is legally obligated to balance its
budget.  There's no deficit financing option
at the local level.  

THE BALANCING ACT

Today, almost two thirds of our County
budget is focused on services for those
under the age of 19.  At 27.5% of our
population today, the youth population is
also projected to grow by close to double
digits  during this decade, making it that
much harder to allocate scarce resources
to the young ... and the not-so-young.

Continued.  See KAUFFMAN on Page 10.
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Saturday, the 16  of October Isth

Pinewood Lake Fall Clean Up Day
Volunteers Are Needed To Pick Up All The Little Bits of Trash

That Have Accumulated Since We Last Did This Project.

Our Special Project This Fall Is To

Spread Fill Dirt Beside All The Newly Re-Paved Pathways.

Lunch Will Be Served At Noon, After The Work Is Done.

KAUFFMAN, Continued from Page 9.
When it comes to the County services

side of the budget equation, seniors have
good reason to complain.  In the County's
FY2004 budget, services to seniors repre-
sent only 1.7% of General Fund dis-
bursements.  While we offer a wide array of
services, there are long waiting lists and
our Adult Day Care programs are nearing
capacity.

Given the coming senior population
spike, we must re-evaluate County budget
priorities, joining creativity with the
political will to make some tough decisions.
Services that are now free should be means
tested with charges based on ability to pay.
Many programs now offered by different
agencies will have to be merged if we are to
keep pace with demographic change while
holding our County budget in line.

WHAT'S AVAILABLE FOR SENIORS TODAY?
Fairfax County's Area Agency on Aging
serves all older adults (60 years of age and
up) and their caregivers. If you are looking
for a specific program, have questions for
yourself or a family member, or need
assistance, the Area Agency on Aging may

be able to help you.  The Agency publishes
helpful materials including a caregiver
packet and pamphlets with frequently
called numbers and information on how to
find your way through the home care maze.
You can visit the Agency's web site at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/service/aaa
/homepage.html.  You can also send
your quest ions by  e -mai l  t o
Fairfax_aaa@fairfaxcounty.gov, or call
the Agency at 703-324-5411. 

Some of the practical services provided
by the Area Agency on Aging include: 
T Insurance counseling  (Medicare; Medi-
gap insurance; long-term care insurance;
Medicaid; Federal employee health plans;
military health plans; prescription assis-
tance programs, and complicated medical
bills),
T Workshops for seniors and caregivers,
T Home delivered meals (Meals on
Wheels),
T Golden Gazette newspaper,
T Volunteer placement,
T Visiting and telephone programs,

Continued.  See KAUFFMAN on Page 12.
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ACC - A Clarification
There seems to be a misunderstanding

among many of our community members
about the mission of the Architectural
Control Committee (ACC).

I would like to begin with a clarification
about what is not our mission or purpose.

The ACC is not a home inspection
service. We do not attempt to examine your
property and recommend the required
maintenance needed in order to keep your
property in the best condition possible.

All inspections are conducted from the
public or community access in front of and
behind your homes; members of the ACC
are not allowed to trespass on any
homeowner's private property.

The ACC is not in the business of hiring
architects and/or contractors to work on
the privately owned properties within the
community.  The Association’s insurance
policies are not structured to take on such
a liability.

The ACC is not a maintenance referral
service. When your property requires main-
tenance and you determine that you would
like a professional to do the work, the
Pinewood Lake Homeowners Association
office (not the ACC) has a list of contractors
whose names have been given to them by
other homeowners.

The ACC is not the sole source of
information presented to the Board regard-
ing homes that are not meeting the stan-
dards of our community. Reporting viola-
tions should not be regarded as punitive.
We are simply attempting to maintain
certain standards that have been put into
place in an effort to uphold our common
interest in the value and beauty of our
community.  It is the responsibility of each
homeowner to maintain their homes in
accordance with the covenant that they
signed when they acquired their property
in Pinewood Lake.

The ACC is not responsible for deter-
mining when or how homeowners should
be sanctioned for not maintaining their
homes in accordance with the homeowners
covenant; this is the responsibility of the
Board.

The ACC does not expect instantaneous
compliance when violations are pointed out
on the semiannual inspections. The Board
and the ACC realize we are all busy people
doing our best to maintain our homes to
the best of our abilities and limited
budgets.

The ACC is not infallible. The members
of the ACC executing the semi-annual
inspections can and do make occasional
mistakes. If you feel something on your
semi-annual inspection report is inaccu-
rate, please call and let us know. We can
re-inspect and correct the report on file.

Finally, the ACC is not responsible for
the behavior of any of the homeowners.
Violations should be reported to the
Community Manager, so the Board can
schedule a due process hearing, if that is
appropriate.

Okay, so what is the purpose of the ACC
you ask . . . .

The ACC is a group of volunteers from
within the Pinewood Lake community and
one paid, part-time employee of the
Association who is primarily responsible
for maintaining all of the paperwork
associated with the semi-annual inspec-
tions and disclosure packets required
whenever a homeowner sells their property.

The ACC’s primary purpose, according
to its Board-approved charter, is to provide
for the architectural control of the
residence lots within the Pinewood Lake
Homeowners Association and to ensure
that all exterior projects on such lots
conform as to design, colors, material, and

Continued on Page 14.  See Clarification
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KAUFFMAN, Continued from Page 10.
T Long-term care ombudsman,
T Employment training,
T Volunteer in-home services,
T Assisted transportation,
T ElderLink case management,

Many of these services are provided by
volunteers.  If you are looking for a way to
support your community and make a
difference in the lives of our senior citizens,
please consider participating in some of the
visiting and telephone programs the
Agency offers.  These include:
x Senior Friendship:  Volunteers visit
socially isolated older adults to provide
companionship, emotional support, and
links to services.
x Telephone Reassurance:  A volunteer is
matched with an elderly person and visits
once a week by phone.

Pets on Wheels:  Trained volunteers and
their pets visit area nursing homes to
provide residents with companionship.
x Volunteer In-Home Services:  Volunteers
assist with a variety of tasks
to enable an older adult to remain
independent in his or her own home.  This
might include grocery shopping, light
housekeeping, minor home maintenance,
transportation, and the like.

We’re getting older as a community.
Now, our challenge is to also get wiser.
Dana Kauffman 703-971-6262

PLHA Website Update
www.pinewood-lake.com
In August, we added a new aerial photo of
Pinewood Lake, along with a new street map.
We’ve also added information on the Fairfax
Connector changes.
Our members will also appreciate the
expanded FAQ (frequently asked questions)
section, a search function, a site index and
several new links throughout the different
pages.
We’ve made available a generic residential
lease application form for homeowners’ con-
venience, and are continually seeking to

update and maintain the information on our
site.
Hope you’ll check it out.
Arthur Guilani

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH NEWS
The Neighborhood Watch committee

held their meeting Monday August 9,2004
at 7:30 pm.

The members had some concerns
regarding the parking situation on Saint
Annes Court as well as throughout the
neighborhood. Off duty police officers have
been writing tickets out for illegal parking.
Please remember you cannot park across
the sidewalk in front of any driveway. The
sidewalk cannot be obstructed by your car
or anything else that would force a
pedestrian to walk in the street. There has
been a report of a gunshot that hit the rear
window of a residents. car, at this time all
I know is that it has been reported to the
police. The time of the incident was
approximately early Sunday AM, Aug 8 .th

Please report anything you hear or see that
you feel is suspicious. Let the police
determine the outcome.

You have all heard that the terrorist
alert has been upgraded and Homeland
security has gone on record requesting all
neighborhood watch committees be
especially alert for any cars, vans, trucks
seen in neighborhoods that are not
normally there or have been parked for any
length of time.

Other than some minor vandalism the
area has been fairly quiet. School starts
soon and we will be faced again with
unsupervised children from the time they
get home from school until an adult gets
home. Please report any incidents to the
office and/or the police.

Our Crime Prevention officer has stated
that he would come to speak to our
development.  Please let me know when
you would like this event and any topic you
 

WATCH NEWS is continued on Page 13.
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WATCH NEWS is continued from Page 12.
would like him to cover. I am in the book
so let me know.

I would like to thank all those that
supported our National Night Out. It was a
success and I COULD NOT HAVE DONE IT
ALONE. I also would like to give a big
special thanks to Engelside Safeway for the
soda contribution and Bugsys restaurant
in Old Town for the delicious pizza. Please
make it a point to support those
businesses that support our community.

I would like to thank all of you for
helping me make Neighborhood Watch a
working committee. I am, however resign-
ing as the chairperson of the watch effec-
tive immediately. I will continue to do my
part in reporting anything suspicious to
either the office and/or the police. I hope
you will all continue to do the same. Please
try to attend the Citizens Advisory
Committee meetings the second Tuesday of
the month at the Mt Vernon police station.
The meetings start at 7:30 pm and we
always have good speakers with great
information.
See you around.
Ginger Krup
Loving Your Neighbor:  In Memory of
Pinewood Lake Resident Mr. Joseph Zaice

Last month, Mr. Joseph Zaice, a long-time
resident of Cedarlake Court died.  I heard it
was a peaceful death, as he died in his sleep.
I didn't know Mr. Zaice but our paths crossed
occasionally when I walk my dog.  He seemed
to be a kind, funny elderly fellow, and I
immediately liked him.  Mr. Zaice was fond of
birds, and his front yard chirped with their
melodies every day around the bird feeders he
would set up for them.  They will miss him.

Mr. Zaice was found by his neighbors the
morning after the evening he passed away.
Evidently, Mr. Zaice was well liked by his
neighbors, and they looked after him without
being intrusive.  Mr. Zaice and a neighbor,
who we will call Ms. H, devised a daily routine
so that she would know if he was okay, which
is how she knew that morning that something

was wrong.  On finding Mr. Zaice slumped over
in a chair, she called upon another neighbor to
help her determine his condition, and they
discovered what I have already stated.  While
they were phoning the authorities a neighbor
who lived on Lakepark and Buckman, who
also routinely visited Mr. Zaice, stopped in to
see him before her routine morning walk with
her dogs, whereupon she learned of his death.
Needless to say it was a very sad discovery for
all of them.

Mr. Zaice lived alone, and his family was
spread throughout the United States.  His
neighbors became his extended family, and
that was a good thing for him.  Many times I've
read newspaper stories where elderly people
who live alone are found days, sometimes
weeks, after they have passed away.  I've often
found that a sad report on our society and an
indication of the isolation in which many of us
live.  I'm so glad that this wasn't Mr. Zaice's
final story.  Because of the goodness and the
genuine care of his neighbors, he did not have
to have an undignified end.

I learned of Mr. Zaice’s death from Mr. K,
one of the neighbors who discovered him.  As
he told me the story, I felt respect for these
neighbors, and heart-felt warmth, and that's
when it struck me:  We are all that we have.
Our friends and family may live in distant
counties, states or countries.  The people we
see on a regular basis are those who live
across the street, to the right and to the left of
us, or perhaps on another street.  We pass
each other daily during our routines, say hello,
sometimes strike up conversations, and if
we're lucky, establish friendships.  We should
care for each other because we are all that we
have.

Sometimes we ask ourselves how we can
make a difference in the world, and we think of
doing it on a large scale.  But making a
difference is all that matters.  These people
made a difference to Mr. Zaice and now they
have to me.  Their examples inspire me to
make that same kind of difference.
Michel Guilani
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Harold the Houseowner sez:
Summer means heat, bugs and lazy

days, but there is work to do!

Painting.  It is time to survey the fences
or the rest of the house to see what needs
to be done.  Painting involves surface pre-
paration, such as removing mold/mildew
by using bleach.  Use bleach, full strength
with a paint roller, roll it on and wash it
off.  You might also have to scrape, etc
before you use a good primer and then
paint.  By all means, don’t forget to get
your request to the ACC before you get too
far into the process.  A color book is
available at the office.  Most important —
good work and good materials will make this
tedious work last longer and better.

Yard work.  Really, we have to remember
that plants grow in the summer and need
to be kept under control.  Fairfax County
has an ordinance against grass growing
higher than 18 inches on personal
property.  And shrubs, they need trimming
and kept within limits, especially between
neighbors.  Let’s be good neighbors and
keep our green things within their
boundaries.  Oh yes, if you have not done
a summer trim on your trees – there is still
time before fall arrives.  It is too late after
the first of September.

And back yards . . . What a sore subject
that is!!!!  Again, folks, a trashy overgrown
back yard is an open invitation to var-
mints.  Mice and rats attract snakes look-
ing for food.  And plain old trash is very
unattractive.  It is also time to repair rear
fences, rework patios and repaint the back
of our houses and fences.  Dirty BBQ grills
and pet food bowls attract varmints and
wild animals too.

And yes, fall and winter are on their
way.  Taking care of our exteriors is easier
to do now and before it gets cold and
blustery.  Painting, replacement of win-
dows and doors is best done now.
Frank Holub 703-799-4788

Clarification, continued from Page 11.

quality of workmanship to the architectural
standards adopted by the Board of
Directors and the general Federal style by
which Pinewood Lake was constructed.
The ACC implements this by inspecting
each of the homes within our community
twice each year in order to determine
compliance with the existing, published
architectural standards. Copies of the
inspection reports are kept by PLHA, and
copies are provided to the homeowners.

The standards are aesthetic in nature.
In other words, they deal with the appear-
ance of the homes, not the actual con-
dition.

The ACC is also responsible for
reviewing and approving the ACC Request
Forms. An ACC Request Form is required
any time a homeowner is planning to make
a change to the exterior architectural
character of their house.  These changes
include painting, re-roofing, window
replacement, shed replacement, and fence
replacement to name a few. Basically, any
work that you are planning that may affect
the appearance of your home should be
submitted for approval to the ACC using
the ACC Request Form.

The ACC may recommend changes to
the architectural standards to the Board,
but it is the Board that must approve any
changes to the existing standards.

In summary, the ACC exists to uphold the
standards put into place by the Board and the
PLHA Bylaws in an effort to uphold our
common interest in the value and beauty of our
community.

Liz Crowley 703-780-6096
Former ACC Chairperson

A husband is someone who, after taking the

trash out, gives the impression that he just

cleaned the whole house.



September 2004 Your Community Voice  Page 15

Please support our advertisers, and when you shop, tell them you saw their ad in The Needle.
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Please support our advertisers, and when you shop, tell them you saw their ad in The Needle.


